[Can past developments foresee the grand picture of the 21st health care system: reversal of trends and stability?].
Social and economic forecasting in the health sector in France is particularly uncertain since most indicators have reversed their trends: transfers among health care structures (ambulatory care/outpatient care), prices, financing. The growth rate of global expense is diminishing and seems to be tending towards an asymptote of unknown level. The higher increase of health care among the elderly indicates a better correspondence between health care and morbidity, however, economic and social disparities, while they decreased from 1960 to 1980, have grown since. The improvement of health (life expectancy, invalidity, disability) is accompanied by an increase in the amount of disease. Finally, although the freedom of policy-makers is limited, their firmly stated will to modify the rules increases the uncertainty of the future of health care.